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Term 3
Welcome back – we hope you had a fun and restful winter break. Thank you to everyone for attending the Rising School Nativity or Teddy Tot jingle, we hope you enjoyed them, the children (and staff) all worked really hard. Talking of working hard, I trust you enjoyed all the Christmas surprises in the Christmas bags, the children had great fun making all of their treats.

We have a busy term ahead with our focus on light and dark (including space) and dinosaurs.  We will also be celebrating Valentine’s Day and Chinese New Year.  Our focus country this term is Poland.
Introducing the Team
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Angharad                Lisa                  Olivia

Angharad, Lisa and Olivia are three of our Qualified Early Years Practitioners.

Angharad has worked at Rainbow Teddies for over 12 years.  She is a qualified yoga instructor and runs our yoga and PE sessions which are very popular with the children. Angharad is a mum of 3 children, 2 tortoises and a chameleon. Angharad’s passions are yoga and gardening and the Rainbow Teddies children love it when she shares these passions with them.

Lisa joined Rainbow Teddies in 2021. She is also a busy mum of 3 children and loves the outdoors. Lisa loves going camping in her caravan ‘Richard’. Lisa is also mum to 2 chickens, Bluey and Bingo. They love nothing more than to eat all the food scraps leftover by the Rainbow Teddies children.

Olivia joined us in 2024. Olivia is a busy mum of 3 and step-mum to 2 plus a mum to 3 cats. Olivia loves to bake when she has the time and enjoys singing. Olivia and Lisa share our music curriculum at the setting.

Parent Discussions
You should have all now received an email inviting you in for a discussion or telephone call with your child’s keyperson. If you have not yet responded and would like a conversation, please email Marie to arrange a mutually convenient time. 
Gate
Can we please ask those parents who collect or drop off in the middle of the day to ensure the wooden gate is closed behind you when you either enter or leave. Many thanks
Cold weather
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As you will know we’ve been having some very cold, wet and windy weather. Can we just send a polite reminder to label all outdoor clothing as we are already accumulating lost items. Can I also reiterate that during the majority of the day, the door remains open to allow for free play so the rooms can get quite chilly therefore extra layers are beneficial.

Fundraising

Thank you to all those who supported our Festive Fair.  Over £400 was raised for the pre-school. Thanks also to the Committee and parents for organising the event.

Bags2School Collection
If you have any contributions for this, please drop your bags at pre-school tomorrow 26 January.

Uniform
We have a good supply of pre-loved uniform items at £5 per item. Please let a member of staff know if you’d like to take a look. As it’s so wet at the moment, we don’t feel it appropriate to leave it outside.
[image: image5.jpg]


Go2Storage  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Go2Storage, Thornbury for allowing us to use their new storage facilities free of charge. This will be incredibly useful on a general basis but particularly with the upcoming move in the summer. 
If you would like to find out more information about the services they offer, please visit their website, go2storage.co.uk or contact them on 01454 801293 or email info@go2storage.co.uk
Allergies
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Please note we are a nut free setting and do in fact have a child with a peanut allergy. Please do not send any nuts, peanut butter, chocolate spread or any other products which contain nuts. This will include items such as chocolate filled pancakes, macarons and bakewell tarts.
Rising School Lunches

Please ensure all grapes, sausages and tomatoes are cut in half from top to bottom as these can present a choking hazard. We would appreciate it if you could send in a small spoon for yogurts.
Sickness

Due to the time of year there are various bugs around at the moment. Can we please ask that if your child is unwell, you consider whether pre-school is the best place for them. We appreciate it is very difficult juggling children’s illnesses and working but If we feel a child is not able to complete their session, we will call to ask you to collect them. If you decide to send a child to pre-school but have given them some over the counter medication, please do let us know.
If a child is affected by vomiting and/or diarrhoea, please keep them at home for a full 48 hours from the last bout of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Absence

In the event of your child being absent for any reason, please phone as soon as possible, but before 10am (1pm for Teddy Tots). If your child does not attend an expected session and we have not been notified, we will telephone the main contact numbers in order, to try and establish why they are absent. We are required to do this in line with our published Policies. 
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Washing
Many thanks to those of you who have taken bags of washing.  Your continued support with this would be much appreciated. Due to the recent wet conditions, I’m afraid we are producing more washing than normal so all help would be greatly appreciated.
Rising School Sound of the Week
w/c 26 January - n
w/c 2 February - o
w/c 9 February – p
Dates for your Diary

	13 February 2026
	End of Term 3

	23 February 2026
	Start of Term 4

	2 March 2026
	World Book Day dress up all week for both groups

	2 April 2026 (3 April B/H)
	End of Term 4

	29 April 2026
	Zoolab Visit for Rising School children

	11 May 2026
	Concept Photography


WhatsApp and Facebook
You should have all received an invitation to join the parent WhatsApp group which has been arranged by the Committee. This group is purely for sharing information and to have general discussions such as social gatherings . This is a private group.

For those who use Facebook, we have our pubic Rainbow Teddies Pre-school Facebook page but we also have a private group dedicated to the current year group. If you would like to join, simply search Rainbow Teddies Parents/Carers 2024/25 and ask to join. It is our Policy to never publish pictures of the children on Facebook. Alternatively, please use the following link via your brower:
www.facebook.com/groups/1058600772342955/
Should you have any questions, however small, please do not hesitate to ask any member of staff
The Rainbow Teddies Team
                                                                      Charity No. 1022411

Email: rainbowteddiespreschool@gmail.com
Website: rainbowteddies.org.uk

Telephone: 01454 867231  Mobile : 07810 815429
