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Term 5
Hello everyone!
We have another busy term ahead, with our focus on lifecycles, minibeasts and what we find under the sea.
Introducing the Team
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Marie is both the Pre-school Manager and the SENDCo, a role which she is passionate about. She joined Rainbow Teddies in November 2020. Prior to that Marie worked in another childcare setting for 7 years, starting as a volunteer. Before childcare Marie worked for a high street bank for 24 years. Marie is married and a mum to two grown up children and a Nana to one granddaughter. When she gets the time, Marie loves to bake and enjoys camping.
Zoolab

The Rising School children had a very successful visit from Zoolab.  The children saw and, in some cases, touched and held various animals including a snake, stick insect, giant snail, frog and tarantula – it was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Warm weather 
We are all enjoying the warmer weather. We ask children to wear a sun hat in the garden when it’s sunny. Please could you provide a named hat for your child but if you forget we also have a supply at the setting. If your child stays with us all day, we can re-apply sun screen at lunchtime.  In order for us to do this, we ask that you complete a permission form and bring your child’s named sun screen to the setting. 

The expectation is that children will always arrive at the setting with sun screen already applied.

Thank you
Photos
Just a quick reminder, photos are happening on the morning on Wednesday, 7 May. If your child is not due to be in and you would like a photo, please contact Marie asap to make an appointment. We have spaces from 10.30am onwards.

Fundraising
We hope you enjoyed the impromptu ice lolly sale last week. Please keep an eye on emails as the committee may well repeat this or something similar over the next couple of months.
Mother’s Day Raffle
Thank you for your contributions to this.

We are delighted to say that the raffle raised an amazing £646. It is hoped that we can now use these funds to offer some exciting end of your opportunities to the children – watch this space.
Parent Interviews

Over the next couple of months, the staff will be preparing your child’s Transition Report which will be passed on to their Reception Class teacher. We are hoping to arrange parent discussions during the week commencing 9 June, please keep an eye out for further information.
Rising School Graduation
This will take place on the morning of 16 July.  Further details to follow.

Sickness

Firstly, if you feel your child is unwell, please consider whether pre-school is the best place for them. If we feel a child is not able to complete their session, we will call to ask you to collect them.

If a child is affected by vomiting and/or diarrhoea, please keep them at home for a full 48 hours from the last bout of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Personal Hygiene

Please could you start to encourage independence with bottom wiping at home.  The children sometimes still request help with this but it is important that they are able to be independent in this before they start school in September, as unfortunately the teaching staff will not be able to assist them.
Library
[image: image1.jpg]



Please feel free to access our books/puzzles library which is located in the storage unit outside the Garden Room.  There is a card for each child; if your child wishes to borrow an item, please insert the item’s ticket into the pouch on the card.
Lunches
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A reminder to please ensure that any grapes, tomatoes and cocktail sausages are cut in half as these do present a choking hazard.  Also we have seen small sweets and Smarties in some lunchboxes; we ask you not to include these as they also can be a choking hazard. Please provide a spoon for yogurts, jelly etc. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for supporting us by replacing lunchtime flavoured drinks with water. This is an area the Department of Education is now focusing on, with amendments to the EYFS due, focusing on nutrition and the food children eat whilst they are at the setting.    
Allergies
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Please note we are a nut free setting and do in fact have a child with a possible peanut allergy. Please do not send any nuts, peanut butter, chocolate spread or any other products which contain nuts. This will include items such as muesli/oat bars, chocolate filled pancakes, macarons and bakewell tarts. 
Rising School - Sounds of the Week
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We will focus on a different sound each week.  Your child is invited to bring along one item from home per week which begins with the week’s sound.  As follows:
w/c 5 May – u
w/c 12 May – v

w/c 19 May - w

Key Dates

	7 May
	Photos

	23 May
	End of Term 5

	2 June
	Start of Term 6

	w/c 9 June TBC
	Parent interviews

	16 July TBC
	Rising School graduation

	18 July
	End of Term 6


                             
WhatsApp/Facebook

You should all have received an invitation to join the parent WhatsApp group which has been set up by the Committee.  The group is purely for sharing information and to have general discussions such as social gatherings.  This is a private group. Please let Marie know if you have not yet joined this group but would like to.
For those who use Facebook, we have our public Pre-School Facebook page but we also have a private group dedicated to the current year group.  If you would like to join, search Rainbow Teddies Parents/Carers 2024/25 and ask to join.  It is our policy to never publish pictures of the children on Facebook.

Should you have any questions, however small, please do not hesitate to speak to any member of staff

The Rainbow Teddies Team

Charity No. 1022411

Email: rainbowteddiespreschool@gmail.com
Website: rainbowteddies.org.uk

Telephone: 01454 867231

Mobile: 07810 815429

