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Term 3: January-February 2021 
Welcome to our new children and their families! 
Spring is just starting to appear and as usual we have 
some exciting activities and experiences planned for 
the children this term! 
 
Fundraising  
BIG THANKS! To all of you for supporting the recent 
fundraising events! The ‘virtual’ Christmas party that 
was organised by our committee was particularly 
successful; raising over £200! The Winter Treasure 
Hunt has so far raised over £150 and the calendar 
donations £25- with the final figure for both yet to be 
calculated. We now have enough funds to purchase 
some much needed soft, but easy to clean seating for 
our ‘book areas’ in each classroom!  
 
We have created an Amazon ‘wish list’ for items that 
we would like to purchase over time. To view the list, 
please copy/paste the following into your browser: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/21LMJYU5P
IGSH?ref_=wl_share  
 
If you sign-up to Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.co.uk) 
you can select us as your charity, so that every time 
you buy something on Amazon, a small percentage of 
the total that you pay for your items goes directly to 
Rainbow Teddies!  
 
We are also still signed up to easyfundraising, which is 
another simple way to raise money for the pre-school, 
when you shop online with particular retailers, for 
more information, please visit: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rainbowt
eddies/  
 
Planning 
To support speech and language development, both 
groups will continue to learn a ‘Nursery Rhyme of the 
Week’. This term, both groups will be learning about 
‘where we live’ and ‘our families’- please see attached 
sheet that is being sent home this week- if your child 
is not currently attending pre-school, we would love 
to include them too, so please send the completed 
sheet to me at: rainbowteddiespreschool@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Supporting Children’s independence  
Although the staff are on hand to offer support and 
practical help where required, we do have a duty to 
help all children to develop age appropriate 
independence. To support children’s success with 
‘self-help’ skills it is better for them to be wearing 
‘easy to manage’ clothes- belts, buckles and laces are 
very tricky for young children to master!  
If your child wears nappies/pull-ups, please supply a 
named changing bag with spare pull ups/nappies, 
wipes etc. Please note that soiled clothing will be 
returned to you, as we do not have the facility to 
wash items at pre-school. 
 
Labelling Personal Items 
Please label your child’s coat, lunch box/drinks 
container (on the outside) and back-pack (also on the 
outside) we spend a great deal of time trying to match 
items up with their rightful owner! 
 
Rising school Lunch Times 
Please ensure that lunches reflect healthy options; we 
have noticed that several children have a lot of 
starchy foods (carbohydrates) and ‘sweet treats’ 
included in their lunch box! Please also be mindful of 
portion size- this is the age that eating habits are 
formed, so it is really important that children are 
presented with healthy options and appropriately 
sized portions. With this newsletter, I have sent you a 
booklet from the British Nutrition Foundation; this 
provides some useful ‘visuals’ on portion sizes for 
children under 5. More advice on healthy eating and 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle can be found on the 
NHS website- this includes their ‘change 4 life’ 
programme; which gives some great tips and ideas for  
movement and exercise, so that the whole family can 
get involved! 
Safety note: please cut grapes, cherry tomatoes and 
similar foods in half and note that we are a ‘nut free’ 
setting- this includes Nutella. 
 
Health  
In order to monitor outbreaks, please notify the 
setting if your child is affected by any illness. Please 
do not send your child to pre-school if they seem 
‘under the weather’-in these current times it would 
be best to monitor them at home; to try and keep 
everyone safe from the potential threat of a COVID-19 
infection. 
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COVID-19 (excerpt from our ‘Health and Safety 
Policy’- this is also on our website) 
Any child or adult with COVID-19 symptoms: 
continuous cough, or high temperature, a loss of, or 
change in normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
should stay at home and self-isolate; updated 
guidelines state 10 days and for other household 
members 14 days. Please refer to: ‘COVID-19: 
guidance for households with possible coronavirus 
infection’ on the GOV.UK website- information can 
also be found at: www.nhs.uk. Where a test is 
deemed necessary, a negative result will need to be 
confirmed before returning to pre-school. Testing can 
be organised through the NHS website or by 
telephoning NHS 119. ‘Essential workers’ (which 
involves everyone involved in education or childcare) 
have priority access to testing (www.gov.uk/apply-
coronavirus-test-essential-workers) 
 
Please note that as government guidance changes on 
a regular and rapid basis, we strongly advise that you 
refer to www.gov.uk for any queries relating to 
COVID-19; should you need to access the most up- 
to-date guidance. 
 
Sickness or diarrhoea 

All children should be kept away from 
pre-school for a full 48 hours from the 
last bout of sickness or diarrhoea. 

Guidelines state that hand hygiene greatly reduces 
the transfer of viruses, so please encourage and 
support your children to wash their hands thoroughly 
and frequently. 
 
Setting Closure 
Should severe weather conditions or 
COVID-19 related issues cause the pre-
school to have to close we will 
endeavour to send out a notifying email to all 
parents/carers as soon as possible. The website: 
www.rainbowteddies.org.uk and our Facebook page 
will also have information about any ‘closure’ of the 
setting 
 
Tapestry Update 
We continue to use this online ‘Learning Journey’ 
system, to monitor and note your child’s development 
and learning across all 7 areas of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS). We had hoped to organise 
for parents/carers to have access to these from this 
term, but with our focus on other issues since 
lockdown, this will be considered for later in the 
school year.  

Progress summaries  
These will be completed in term 4 and the preferred 
method for sharing these with you will be via email 
attachment; as we are conscious of the amount of 
paper this would otherwise involve. You can of course 
arrange to have a chat with your Key Person after 
receiving your child’s summary, by emailing: 
rainbowteddiepreschool@gmail.com 
 
Diary Dates 
Friday 12th February      END TERM 3 
Monday 22nd February   START TERM 4 
Thursday 1st April           END TERM 4   
Friday 2nd April               BANK HOLIDAY 
Monday 19th April          START TERM 5 
 
               With warm regards 

                      Nanda Lee 
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