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Term 2: November/December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
Please take a few minutes to read our newsletter; 
it will help to keep you informed about what is 
happening at pre-school this term… 
 
Management Committee 
Thank you very much to those who supported the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), via ‘Zoom’. We 
are pleased to announce that we have managed 
to retain and recruit the required committee 
‘officers’ along with some other willing 
volunteers! Sarah King continues in her role as 
chairperson and Ellen Scotford takes on the role 
of secretary- we still need a treasurer, to allow 
Mo Newton to step down after many, many years 
of supporting the pre-school! 
 
Fundraising 
As you shop for the festive season, please note 
that we are registered with: 
‘easyfundraising.org.uk’. This is a great way to 
raise money for the pre-school, as when you shop 
online with particular retailers you can raise a 
free donation for Rainbow Teddies! For more 
information, please visit: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rain
bowteddies/  
We are always looking for companies that are 
willing to help groups like ours, with schemes 
such as ‘matched funding’ and/or grant schemes 
that we can apply for- if you work for a company 
that might be able to help us, or if you know 
someone that does, please let us know! 
 
Facebook 
To support our fundraising efforts, which will be 
more of a challenge this year, the committee has 
just launched a new Facebook group. The link for 
you to join is:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rainbowtedd
iesparentsgroup 
You need to provide the following information: 
the name of your child; whether your child is in 
RS or TT group and the name of your child’s Key 
Person. 

 
Please note that general enquiries and day-to-
day matters should be discussed with the staff or 
an email could be sent to: 
rainbowteddiespreschool@gmail.com. 
 
Curriculum Planning 
This term, children will be 
learning about different festivals 
and celebrations such as, 
Fireworks Night, Diwali and 
Christmas. Please see our daily 
white board (outside) for more details about our 
day-to-day activities and experiences. 
 
Learning Journeys 
We have been busy gathering information about 
your child’s individual development and learning 
through an online system called ‘Tapestry’. Your 
child’s Key Person will have started these journals 
from September. We intend to offer all parents 
and carers the opportunity to access these 
Learning Journals in the New Year; specific 
permission letters will be sent out along with 
joining instructions in term 3. 
 
Primary school admission for Sept 2021 
Please log onto 
www.southglos.gov.uk/admissions to apply for 
your child’s place, by 15th January 2021. 
 
Supporting Independence 
Please help your child by sending them to pre-
school in ‘easy to manage’ clothes, this is 
especially important when they are trying to 
master ‘toileting’- they are unable to ‘wait’ as an 
adult can,  so a few extra seconds fiddling with 
tricky belts, buckles or buttons can really impact 
on their success rate!  
 
Lunch Times 
When preparing lunches for your RS child, please 
ensure all lunch boxes and bottles are labelled 
on the outside and due to choking hazard please 
cut grapes length ways and cherry tomatoes in 
half. Please note that we do not allow peanut 
and nut products (such as Nutella). 
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Funded Entitlement (FE) for Spring Term 
All children who turn three between 1st 
September and December 31st will be eligible for 
15 hours of ‘Universal’ funding from January 
2021. Some parents may also be able to claim 
‘additional’ funding through the ‘Extended’ 
Entitlement’ scheme, please check by visiting: 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  
 
If you are already in receipt of the ‘Extended Entitlement’ 
(30 hours) you will need to check that your eligibility code 
is still valid by latest: December 31

st
.  

 
COVID-19 (excerpt from our ‘Health and Safety 
Policy’- this is on our website) 

Any child or adult with COVID-19 symptoms: 
continuous cough, or high temperature, a loss of, 
or change in normal sense of taste or smell 
(anosmia) should stay at home and self-isolate; 
updated guidelines state 10 days and for other 
household members 14 days. Please refer to: 
‘COVID-19: guidance for households with possible 
coronavirus infection’ on the GOV.UK website- 
information can also be found at: www.nhs.uk. 
Where a test is deemed necessary, a negative 
result will need to be confirmed before returning 
to pre-school. Testing can be organised through 
the NHS website or by telephoning NHS 119. 
‘Essential workers’ (which involves everyone 
involved in education or childcare) have priority 
access to testing (www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-
test-essential-workers). If a child or adult 
subsequently tests negative and they feel well 
and no longer have symptoms similar to COVID-
19, they can stop self-isolating. 
 
We will continue with the staggered start/finish 
times as we move into term 3- until further 
notice. Please practice social distancing when 
dropping off and collecting your child and wear a 
facemask when on school grounds- thank you. 
 
Share a Skill! 
Do you or a family member/friend have a 
particular skill that you/they would be willing to 
share with our children? This might be creative, 
practical, physical etc. Would you be willing to 
give a talk to the children and/or demonstrate 
this in a short video?   

It would be even better if your child could help 
with the recording; a lovely way to promote their 
self-esteem and to experience pride in their 
family! It would be great to have male/female 
role models to help children learn that either 
gender can work successfully in many different 
sectors, for example a female mechanic or 
engineer and a male nurse or mid-wife. Please let 
us know if you can help with this!  
 
Christmas Arrangments 

 
This year due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
our celebrations will look a little 
different: we will still be sharing the 
Nativity story with children and will 

set up a role-play area; so that they can further 
explore the story through their own re-
enactment. We will also have party food and 
daily festive activities during the last week of 
term (w/c: 14/12). 
 
Children in Need 
Thank you to all those who took part and 
donated-  we raised a respectable £26! 
 

                              Diary Dates 
 Mon 7th to Fri 11th Dec Christmas Jumper 

Week (for ‘Save The 
Children’) 

Mon 14th to Fri 18th 
Dec 

Christmas stories, 
crafts, foods and 
games 

Mon 4th Jan Start term 3 

 
 
With warm regards 

 

Nanda Lee 

Pre-school manager 
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